[Cochlea implantation: results and costs, a review].
The cochlear implantation, especially after bilateral operation provides a reliable and outstanding compensation in bilateral complete deafness or severe hearing impairment. Directional hearing can be restored with bilateral implantation so that warning signals are localized correctly and speech in noise is easier understood. Thus, rehabilitation is restored to a high degree. The involved expenses are severe, but are lower for the society when compared to the amount of money necessary to substitute a completely deaf patient lifelong.